
 

 

  Iowa Community Action Network 

Legislative Agenda – 2026 

 

FaDSS 

• Current Budget: $7.2 Million – Last increase was in 2020 

• Seeking a 5% Increase: $360,000 

• This would allow the program to give a COLA increase to providers 

• Demand for the program continues to be strong:  Waiting list in 2025: 469.  Waiting list in 2026: 797 

 

EARLY EDUCATION & CHILDCARE 

• Add the following Early Childhood Education exemption to the flagger exemption enacted in 2021: 96.4(3)(b) 

“short-term temporary layoff” means a layoff period of sixteen weeks or less due to seasonal weather 
conditions that impact the ability to perform work related to highway construction, repair, or maintenance with 

a specific return-to-work date verified by the employer. or a Head Start employee with a specific return-to-work 

date of not more than 14 weeks as verified by the employer.  

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

• Food Pantries need funding for staffing support and food purchasing 

 

TAXES 

• Pass no additional tax cuts that will make our tax system more unfair and force radical service cuts 

Use one-time dollars in the Taxpayer Relief Fund not for permanent tax cuts, but for sensible one-time tax initiatives 

that offer broad benefit to Iowans: 

• Pilot a state Child Tax Credit — similar to the federal CTC that was temporarily expanded in 2021 and boosted 

opportunities for hardworking families, reduced child poverty and strengthened local economies.  One-time 

dollars can help families pay for essentials like food, utilities and diapers as we study the credit’s long-term 

impacts on families and the economy. 

• Temporarily double the Earned Income Tax Credit to from 15% to 30% of the federal EITC to support low-wage 

working families who can’t make ends meet on earnings alone. The well-documented benefits of the EITC 

include reducing poverty and improving health. 

 


